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was Persian, one-third Arabic, and the remainder at
best of Tartar origin, the despair of the ordinary
Turkish scholar, and seldom wholly intelligible to the
fortunate possessor himself; but all the more precious
on that very account, ' omne ignotum/ &c., holding
no less true in the East than in the West. Other
writings, like those before-mentioned, are only triumphs
of caligraph y, of illegibility, that is, e Insha'-Allah/
f God-willing/ a precautionary phrase frequent on the
lips, nor rare in the mind and heart; c Ya Hafiz/ * Ya
Rabb/ f Ya Fettah,' all invocations of the Deity under
various propitiatory attributes, perhaps the oft-re-
curring e Es-selam w'es-Selat 'ala Meyr il-MaMlookat/
' Salutation and blessings on the noblest of created
beings/ Mahoinet, lien entendu, are tortured into every
variety of Runic knot and pictorial misnomer. Other
gilded borders enclose congratulatory verses on occasion
of the birth of a son, the building of a house, the cele-
bration of a marriage, and so forth. In each of these
rhythmic performances the last hemistich gives, by
the decomposition and summation of its letters ac-
cording to their numerical value, the date of the
happy event in question, a favourite process of Oriental
ingenuity.

Besides the ' Salamlik/ there exists in the larger and
better style of houses one or more other rooms, also set
apart for the entertainment of guests. These are in
general less abundantly furnished, and are intended for
occupation by night rather than by day. They have
Divans, and little besides. Should it, however, be
winter, a large brass ' Mankal,' vulgarly c Mangal/ or
wide-mouthed copper vessel for holding charcoal, about
a foot and a half in diameter, and with a stem of about
equal height, the whole exquisitely burnished and
scoured, will adorn the centre of the apartment. Open